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Sofia Gonzalez-Tirol attd her husband, 
Lamberts, transformed Boracay j'rom 
primeval wilderness into the exotic 
isle it is today. 
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F all beach resorts 
in the country, Bo* 
I mcay in Aklan pro- 
vince is considered 
the best, [t& unique 
essrts - crystal clear 
an J gent le waters and sm ooth 

sloping sandy bottom make 

the quaint resort the biggest swim- 
ming pool in the world, popular 
am crag backpackers from abroad . 
The sound of caressing breezes, 
mcsonriuer shimmering on moonlit 
nights., the rejuvenating calm, the 
blondish, white sands, and tail 
Swaying coconut palms are natural 
attractions that draw tourists end- 



In an earlier period, Boracay was 
unlike the romantic hideaway that 
it is todey. The mango-shaped islet 
was a stark, coral outcrop wreathed 
with thorn tree* and mangroves and 
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BORACAY ISLAND 

HAVEN OF THE HEREDEROS DE LAMBERTO HONTIVERO! 
TIROL Y SOFIA NER GONZALES 

DEDICATION 

To our grandparents- DonLamberto and Dona Sofia- for the legacy you have left us. We Shall always treasure your memory in our hearts. May the memoty the true 
blue-blooded Lambei and Sofing Tirol live on and inspire all future children of the clan to follow suit of the legacy love from us all. 

By: 
Jing Tirol- Andan and the rest of the Hijos de Tirol clan of Aldan, Davao and Manila. 

To our gre atgrandp arents- Thank you for the legacy you have imparted to your descendants for it is Lola Sofia the greener of Boracay together with one ever 
lntellegentLoloLamber who inspired us to be what we are now- a birthright which we will all be forever proud of. Thank you Lola Sofing andLolo Lamb er for being the kinfolks' 
inspiration and finally, above all for being mine. 

By: 

Atty Aiu Tirol Andan dai.igh.ter of Dr. Virly and Jing Tirol Andan. 




The woman behind the greening of Boracay DoSfl So&e Nat Qonsales Tirol 
and her husband DonLamberto Hontiveros Tirol transformed Boracay from 
primeval wildflowers into the exotic isle it is today. Being well off and 
owning abig portion of the island husband and wife team was known 
to have paved the way and developed Boracay Island now known 
as Paradise Island. 
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Reprinted in the Memorabilia of "Los Herederos de Don Lamberto Hontiveros Tirol y 
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Sofia Gojtzales-Tiral and her husband, Lambtrto, transformed 
Boracay from primeval wilderness into the exotic isk it « today. 

Or all beach resorts km die country, Boracay in AJslan pnsvincc is considered tbe 
best. Us imifijUfl assets-crystal clear and gentle waters ami smooth sloping sandy 
bonorn — - inrterteqiiainl resort ilie biggesl s-wimmine, pool inuhewosld, popular 
among: haekpackers from abroad. 

The sound orcaecasing bre«=*, tnoonriver shimraienug on moonlit nights, the 
rejuvenating ealm, ihe blandish, white sands, and tall swaying coconut palms aie 
natural aitracdons thai draw tourists, endlessly-. 
In an earlier period. BcrBcay was unlike the romantic hideaway that it is Wday. The mango-shin>*d Islet was a stark, coral ouicrop 
« ranted with thorn lre=i and. mangroves and. inhabited by aboriginal Megrims wbu subsisted on its bdMff. 
ft wkLoU Safin* and her husbnnd, Lamberto Tirol, a town judge, who "distuvsKd" me isle! during oh summer dny in ibe early 
191 r/s :i:iu transformed rha haunting wildianeas into an exotic isle. 

Tta TtroJ oonple t«ik on a title tf ovmanhtp over a substantial tract. WhUe tar Huetan^ v,™ away dlafraiEing jurti« i* another town. 
Lola Sonne, brougbl in.labt.rtra from the mainland to clear ibe primeval debris. Shethen slarted the jnn*ning of Boraeay b? panting 
li mi trees, particularly coconuts, on Hk open land- 

The cultivation mtadiathv «w earners came and refurbished their part of UK islet. A native community honed, Sim hoa flnt 
Drek,« «™* of foolsieps have followed Lola Soting* trail on ibe virginal .aiuJs of Boracay- Accoedtagto 1986 teal figures, some 
' 9 000 twrias (mostly foraagitets from Europe) wore Boracay Msilom 

Sofia Oanaim-Tin* or Lola Safin* as 4* is fondly called by tin . is all of iOE years old htfl. year. She. was bonv Q» April UBffl 
?SaVnas.Cav^c*ildof a Cbin^m»SniT^ 

Dock* of Kalibu Ho parents resided brtofly in lbs SaniaCrua: district. >f Manila where she spam a happy cloldnoaL The family 
iheo moved l» ItalLbolo reside tlwre ncrmnnendy. 

Dmhnned at an early in Lola String n> nuscd by an el*b=f brofher. Hcmr. once a Kulipunero leader Hewn, by nature, stern 
KnLK^Soflni felt nailed in tarbJ«rt home and » escape from bs slricr ear,. sh. deeded to many -age loto 
Lamberto, scion of a landed clan in Ibajay. She bore him nine children .but two died in infancy. 

Allowing her husMnd's demise in the late 1 S3fft, Lola Soling* life took on a new vigor scang to iheediKadoc, of hei ^™ wrvinng 
ilmdrm laadrninisterinKthc coconut Ration in Boncay. The Fluctuant prices of c^a haa always dderroiiuM the pro 5 p=nty 
^caooiiurtKlenentiiiJlyelilmri i™ Aklan and he» widowed tri**** shifted akmtwuh she use and fell of her pro***. 
AccnfdinE m ha daughter, Aracoli Tirol-Mart*, ha mother lad a rocky life Uiai spanned 1br= P»t™" ^™ llijs - ^™* 

daiing the African imuXm of Cavins in 1 S9ft. When thai short-lived «« tirakc oul. Ehe WM a budding teenager. 

Ste raealts unforsetubla bits of 1M hiaorie incident: ahe- was a«t*a«d ai break of **n by ™*™1"A- ^ e ^^X^ 

ibe seaii.lo Spanish Ton inwha* is fcnown as Sanjjley Point 

^be nscilM with iTrnisemeni her firsl entsurtet *<Hh the Amarican troops w*o landed a few days la.tr. A Yar*, *^ T *™|*™ 

^T^olain-d, "Oh, pioVaninny-raadio guapta." Soldiers ate*d thK.wLn£ coins lo the Clings efowd and Lola Sofimi 

enthusiwiicaJly picked up some. 

The ancestral family of Lola Ec.fms.is mil-known f^ntalfgim«fvr«lpow. Anauntdriallheriwagtofj ^H=r alder brolher. 

Nicanor. pasiidaway U aje 91. CUdnue has meriUibly causbt up with iha woman Mimd ihegreemng of B.*acay. 

Nn« r LolB Sofing H living in her*ydrcam5 mote than before. Stir spends her wani^days in bed alter inorc ihan aeencajy of aheclic 

life. 

M present, she stay* in tta reside*:* of her daujltiier AraceJ in New Buswang, I Kallbo- suburb 

■My mother has made a lot of sacrifices," Aiwdri sajd, Itnik* bcen«phar™l and then a widow toft to raise sera children. 

Asa.wearv her senile mind nowairfihen wander had .Mo memory lanes of yesieryaa«. Even aa-she cleao her eye:, heavy wuh 

iheioad.jf lifflc. site imones snatches of imaBi^dconversnti^swilii her menKify's gliosis. BBcaULng. perhaps, the good timer in te 

b'feinfiotaeay. 
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Sofia Gomales-Tirol and her husband, 
Lamberta, transformed Boracay from 
primeval wilderness into the exotic 
isle it is today. 
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OF all beach resorts 
in the country, Bo- 
racay in Aklan pro- 
vim* ie considered 
the Beet, te unique 
assets - crystal dear 
and gentle waters and smooth 
sloping sanely Bottom - , . make 
the quaint resort the biggest swim- 
ming pool in the world, popular 
among backpackers from abroad. 
The sound of caressing breezes, 
moonriver shimmering on moonlit 
nighty the rejuvenating calm, the 
blonrtiih, white sands, and tall 
swaying coconut palms are natural 
attractions that draw tourists end- 
lessly. 

In an earlier period, Boracay was 
unlike the romantic hideaway that 
it is today. The mango-shaped Me! 
was s stark, coral outcrop wreathed 
with thorn trees and mangrove* and 
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Boracay - Etymology 

Isla de Boracay, Malay, Aclan 

The origin of this tropical resort's name captures some interest. 

Many would say that Boracay was derived from the word borac, a local term which 
means cotton. Either cotton used to grow in this island in large quantities, or its powdery 
white sands had something to do with it. 



Another is that the name dates back to the time when Spaniards came ashore and picked 
up shells. Meeting with the Atis later, the Spaniards were told that Sigay is the name of 
those shells. When the Spaniards ask the Atis were planting, they were told boray, a 
certain vegetable seed. From boray and sigay came the name Boracay. 

Other accounts would say that Boracay was from the native term boay meaning vegetable 
seeds. It was said that Aeta tribes in the past used to plant vegetables within the island. 

Some would also claim that the island was named in part from the word sigay, a type of 
seashell (could this be the rare puka shell?) 

Finally, documented origin would reveal that Boracay originated from the word bora or 
bubbles. It is because of the foamy appearance that the waves make when it softly crashes 
onto the whitish sands. No less than the natives themselves said that as far in time as their 
memory as one of the original settlers and natives of Malay and Buruanga, the island 
which is now known as "Boracay" had no name before until a couple blurted out of their 
personal conversation about the froath and foam of the oceans of boracay. Malay was a 
part of Buruang or was only a barrio or barangay of the municipality of Buruanga, and 
people merely called the place "Ro Isla it Buruanga". The name "Boracay" was first 
given to a very tiny island off the northern tip of the "Isla" by a native upon hearing 
conversation between a couple, now known to be the Father and Greener of the island of 
Boracay - Lamberto and Sofia. 

Folks have it told that many years ago, the couple came to settle at the northern coast of 
the "Isla" now known as Yapak, as Yapak was a barrio discovered by Lamberto himself, 
to engage in planting and selling tobacco leaves as their means of livelihood. 

A mananggete (tuba-gatherer) was approaching the couple when he overheard a 
conversation between the couple at their dwelling. Lamberto was at the beach or in the 
beach water as he observed thick froath being washed ashore by the waves that clased 
between the tiny island and the "Isla" agitated by the Amihan wind. 

Observing this thick froath, he called out to Sofia and said "Acay, hanggod ka bora, 
Acay," which when translated can mean: "Darling, there's plenty of froath, Darling." 

Perhaps this is the origin of Boracay, derived from "Bora. Acay". And that name stuck 
for the tiny island. Much later, the name was given to the bigger island instead of calling 
it "Ro Isla it Buruanga." 

Sources: 

The Sunday Times Magazine, November 8, 1987 

The European Heritage Library, http://euroheritage.net/spanishphilippines2.shtml 

Boracay History, 

*Originally published on Local Government of Malay, Island ofPanay, Philippines Online Resource 
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